
 
 
 
 
 
  

            
 
 BY G LENN  A ST ARIT A 
  
T h e pu rpose of th is recording was for pian ist  T ed Howe’s Du ke 
Ellin gton  sh ow to be ch oreograph ed for an  Atlan ta, Georgia-
based dan ce trou pe. T h an kfu lly,  Howe an d h is trio recorded a 
portion  of th e Du ke’s son gbook for mass con su mption , wh ile 
exu din g a cheery an d in du bitably u pbeat vibe alon g th e way. 
Fu sed with  sn appy rh yth ms, Latin  slan ts,  an d brisk swin g vamps, 
th e trio su cceeds at  in stillin g a person alized approach  into 
familiar territory. 
 
Howe simply glides across h is acou stic pian o keys, featu rin g 
blu esy trills an d soberin g movemen ts, an d h e also revs h is ban d 
u p on  several occasion s. Bu t th is divergent program h igh ligh ts 
th e pian ist’s versatility.  For example, h e du ly con veys warmth  
via softly stated h armon ies on  In  A Sen timental Mood, wh ile 
in corporatin g stride pian o tech n iqu es on  It  Don ’t  Mean  A T h in g If  
It  Ain ’t  Got T h at Swin g. Th e trio frames its ren dition  of T ake Th e A 
T rain  upon  a slickly articu lated swing vibe. Howe’s game plan  
tran slates in to a h igh ly en tertain ing an d somewh at motivation al 
reckon in g of Ellin gton’s legacy. 


