
  

                  
  
BY KEN DR YDE N 
 
T ed Howe is a veteran  jazz mu sician  wh o seems to be treadin g on  
dan gerou s grou nd by tacklin g a Du ke Ellin gton  son gbook, n ot 
exactly an  origin al idea. Th e pian ist  was origin ally h ired to 
ch oreograph  h is lon g-run n in g Ellin gton  program for a ballet  
performan ce by th e Ru th  Mitch ell  Dan ce Th eatre in  Atlan ta. 
 
In  th e process of recordin g th e mu sic for th e sh ow's produ cer, he 
realized th at h e h ad a viable CD in  th e makin g. Howe ch ose ten  
pieces from Ellin gton 's vast repertoire, bu t th e pian ist  came u p 
with  some imagin ative approach es, mixin g variou s styles in to 
each  track. 
 
Accompan ied by two talen ted mu sician s, bassist  Neal Starkey 
an d dru mmer Jerry Fields, h e dreams u p a wild Latin  ch art for an  
extended workou t of "Caravan" th at sh owcases Fields to good 
effect.  His playfu l side comes across in  th e wh imsical take of 
"Soph isticated Lady." His perky in terpretation  of "It  Don 't  Mean  a 
T h ing (If  It  Ain 't  Got T h at Swin g)" utilizes h is effective stride pian o 
ch ops. His in trodu ction  to "T ake th e 'A'  T rain " su ggests a 
locomotive gettin g u nderway, before ven tu ring in to more 
familiar bop variation s of th is famou s th eme son g. 
 
 It  is refresh in g to discover mu sicians th e caliber of T ed Howe an d 
h is trio, wh o can  fin d new groun d to explore with in  well-kn own  
composition s by a jazz legen d. 


